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This booklet contains 
information on 
interacting with the 
police. The police 
harass and hurt people 
in the streets everyday. 
Understanding the laws 
that police are 
supposed to follow can 
be a tool to defend 
yourself against 
violence, arrest, 
orosecution and 
conviction. 
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The stop. 

If police stop you on the street 
and ask for your name and 
identification, it’s best to give 
your first name and show your 
ID. The police may ask, “do you 
know why | stopped you?” or 
“where are you going?” Calmly 
state that you won't answer any 
more questions. Ask, “Am | free 
to go?” If the answer is yes, you 
can walk away. Do not run. If 
the officer says you are not free 
to go, ask, “Am | being 
detained?” Being detained is not 
the same as being arrested, but 
arrest may follow. 


"BIPAW |LIDOS UO JSOd J8ABU DUE 
‘SJQUIO JO NOA SYEUILULIOU! UCD 
yeu} BulylAue Wil, JOAON “SISOLLO 
901|0d OU] JO} 1d90xe B9Ry 
s,auoAue Wil} JOU OP ‘UO!OeJS}U! 
9y} Bultujl. $1 GUOAUe JO NOA JI 
‘ued NOA se UCOS Se souN{U! SU) 
JO SouN}OId Bye] PUe UO!UETTe 
jeoloew 186 ‘paunful are Nod 

J] ‘SJOqUUNU QUOUC PUe SOWWeU 
JOU] JOJ YS ‘NOA Ajay O1 Huly|iM 
Sue JEU] SOESSOUIIM Ge 19U] 

J] ‘UOPEWUOJU! BUIAYUEP! JBY}O 
JO sweU Yaquunu eshpeq $s Jeo 
SU] UMOP 81M ‘NoA WeU 

0} BuluyAUe SBOP JBOIJO Ue || 
"uol}e}UIWINIOG 


The search. 

If the police claim that they’re 
looking for a weapon on you, 
they can pat down the outside 
of your clothing. They are not 
supposed to frisk you to look for 
anything but a weapon. If they 
feel a metal object, they can 
search your pockets, inner 
clothing or bag. If that happens, 
say clearly, “I do not consent to 
this search.” If they keep 
searching anyway, it’s important 
for your safety to not physically 
resist them, but repeatedly state 
that you do not consent to the 
search. 
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Questioning. 

You are not required to answer 
any questions while being 
detained or after arrested. Do 
not tell the police anything 
except your name. Invoke your 
right to remain silent by saying, 
“| choose to remain silent.” 
Everything you say about 
yourself or others will be used 
against you in court. Ask for a 
lawyer right away. Say, “I want to 
speak to a lawyer.” Repeat this 
request to every officer who 
tries to question you and do not 
let them bargain with you for 
information. 


